
   

                                 

 

 Experiencing the Perspective of a teacher  

Every Friday, from the beginning of the school year till the end of November, we visited the Dong Yuan elementary school to teach 

the 3rd~4th graders English.  

Our preparations usually start from choosing a topic for each class. We will prepare around 25 vocabularies for the topic and 

introduce them in front of the students. After verifying their understanding on all vocabularies, we would move into activities. We were 

especially surprised by their considerably high English knowledge and their abilities to absorb new vocabularies very fast. However, one 

difficulty we constantly face is deciding on activities that motivate the students to reach 100% engagement.  

Managing 3-4th graders in a huge classroom was harder than we have ever expected. While girls are busy combing their hair and 

boys are busy running around the classroom, we have been shouting across the room to have their attention come to order. Losing our 

voices every time after class was usual at first. But as we started to figure out strategies to organize the class 

well, our raspy voice had slowly disappeared.  

As we gain more experiences, we were able to come out with some useful strategies. For example, one 

of the biggest challenges that we faced during teaching English is that everyone is at a different level. Some know most of English 

vocabularies so the lecture for them was too easy to be triggered. Some had a hard time catching up since they didn't know only a few 

basic English vocabularies. Later, we came out with this strategy–making half of the vocabularies hard and keeping another half easy. It 

made the ones who are more familiar with English have something new to learn while keeping the level not too difficult for the others to 

catch up. The other strategies that really helped us manage the overly energetic students were firstly, and the most important of all is to 

have certain snacks as incentives. As simple as it sounds, this method definitely grabs their attention, as well as, reaches to their 

eagerness to learn more. Using songs as part of the class to teach vocabularies is also a strategic method to ensure all participation.  

Despite all the difficulties and hard work, the last reflection that comes to mind is “a feeling of accomplishment”. When we succeed 

to turn their extreme vitality to enthusiasm to their improvement, we felt the fulfillment and simultaneously 

gained more motivation to improve our teaching methods. After all, these experiences not only taught us important qualities to be a 

teacher, but also the qualities to be a good student as we learned to think again from teacher’s perspectives. Once we put ourselves into 

teachers’ shoes, we understood the struggles of teachers and reflected on ourselves. Furthermore, we learned to appreciate our education 

opportunities, realizing that it is a valuable chance to learn English as a second language. Overall, we are more than glad to have this chance to join community 

service, enlarging our visions in various ways. 

                                                       ~ G11 Riko, Hermione, Lia and G10 Sally, Ashley ~  
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Being part of the Dong-Yuan community service club has offered me a significant experience. Even though these elementary kids 

are often noisy and out of control, teaching them was still an enjoyable experience. Through teaching these elementary kids, I 

became more tolerating and more accepting. I was exposed to a wide variety of students with different 

personalities, and I had to learn to tailor my assistance to their needs. Apart from these, I also developed friendships with 

several students in the class, making this a memorable experience. 

                                                                            G 12 ~ Angel 
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Over this semester I have experienced many things in the community service program. I think the kids are really pure and cute, 

happy to play and chat with them. The thing that touches me though sometimes it is difficult to manage them, I am generally 

the most while doing community service is how the local school culture differs from us. For example, they 

have to clean their classroom and finish homework under the teacher's guidance. This makes the program an 

interesting activity for me to learn different cultures. This also makes me feel thankful for what I have. Overall 

the program is pleasurable: the teachers are nice and the kids are really polite and enthusiastic. One thing that makes the program 

difficult sometimes is when I am tired from the work in school, and can't manage to play with the children. Sometimes I feel 

extremely tired and can't think properly, and this affects my performance and mood. For instance, when a child asks me to play 

tag games with them, I might refuse because I feel tired and am having a headache. Regardless of the tiny negative thought, I am 

looking forward to seeing them again next semester. 

                                                                            G11 ~ Sharon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


